
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
May 24, 2013  

 

Dear President,  

 

As the Chair of the Governor’s Council to Address Sexual and Domestic Violence 

(GCSDV), I have convened a working group to examine the needs and best practices 

regarding sexual assault prevention and intervention on college campuses. I am writing to 

ask for your assistance to ensure that the needs of victims are being addressed and that 

perpetrators are being held accountable by identifying best practices and helping to 

spread these effective strategies throughout the Commonwealth. 

 

Massachusetts has well over 630,000 undergraduate and graduate students attending its 

133 colleges and universities, including 25 public institutions. Sexual assault, domestic 

violence and stalking are happening on our campuses and pose serious impediments to 

the goals of higher education. According to the National Institute of Justice, 1 in 5 

women are sexually assaulted while in college.  In addition, nearly one-third of college 

students report physically assaulting a dating partner in the previous 12 months.  

 

We understand that as a leader in the education sector, you take very seriously and are 

responsible for supporting the education and safety of all students on your campus. 

Therefore, we are asking that you commit to joining a statewide effort to share and 

disseminate best practices in preventing and responding to these threats to student safety 

and learning. 

 

As you are aware, the federal Department of Education’s Office for Civil Rights (OCR) 

issued the enclosed Dear Colleague letter in 2011, which was highlighted by Vice 

President Biden last fall with the declaration, “Rape is rape is rape, and the sooner 

universities make that clear, the sooner we’ll begin to make progress on campuses.” This 

letter clarified and provided further guidance on OCR’s earlier publications in 1997 and 

2001.  We trust that based on the most recent OCR guidance, your institution has 
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reviewed and begun to improve and implement prevention and response efforts regarding 

sexual violence, domestic violence, and stalking.  

 

As a Commonwealth, we seek collaborative improvement opportunities, and to learn 

more about the promising strategies developed by our leaders. Your participation will 

help us identify, disseminate, and implement best practices across the state. We therefore 

request that you re-commit to optimizing your institution’s response to sexual assault, 

domestic violence, and stalking and share these efforts with your colleagues. Please join 

me in supporting our mutual improvement goals by: 

 

1) Identifying a primary contact person to receive information and inquiries from our 

administration regarding institutional progress on sexual assault, domestic violence and 

stalking issues; please send name and email for this designated contact person for your 

institution to siobhan.gruschow@state.ma.us by June 16, 2013;  

2) Convening relevant leaders within your institution from offices such as student 

affairs, public safety, general counsel, Title IX, and victim support offices, to review and 

coordinate policies and practices, and to provide input to your designated institutional 

contact as s/he responds to inquiries regarding best practices and progress on these issues; 

3) Sending appropriate institutional representative(s) to administration-sponsored 

trainings; and, 

4) Expanding campus partnerships with Massachusetts community-based resources 

on these issues. 

 

With this letter you will find contact information for relevant organizations that can assist 

in enhancing prevention, response policies, and programming. Our administration funds 

local rape crisis centers and domestic violence programs in every part of the 

Commonwealth.  We are providing contact information for these and related 

organizations in hopes that partnering with these resources can help you provide the 

safest environments and most comprehensive prevention and response services to your 

students. This prevention and response clearly includes, but is far from limited to, the 

mandated reporting of any suspicion of abuse of minors to our Department of Children 

and Families. 

 

To support our mutual goals of equity, achievement, health and safety in higher 

education, the Higher Education Working Group of the GCSDV will be coordinating free 

educational sessions for key campus personnel this September, in both Eastern and 

Western Massachusetts, and, as referenced in item number 3 above, we ask that you send 

campus representatives to these trainings. Training details and registration information 

will be forwarded to campus contacts provided to siobhan.gruschow@state.ma.us.  

 

If you have questions regarding these statewide coordination efforts, please contact the 

co-chairs of the GCSDV Higher Education Working Group, Peggy Barrett of Boston 

Area Rape Crisis Center, phone: 617-492-8306 x 1272, or Becky Lockwood of UMass 

Amherst Center for Women and Community, phone: 413-545-5832. Additionally, you 

may also reach the project’s director, Marci Diamond, Director of the Sexual Assault 

Prevention and Survivor Services Unit of the Department of Public Health, at 617-624-
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5457. Thank you in advance for your commitment to this important initiative and for all 

you are already doing to make Massachusetts a leader in higher education.  

 

Very truly yours,  

 

 
Timothy P. Murray, Lieutenant Governor 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts 

 

 

Enclosures:   

 Massachusetts Resource list 

 2011 federal DOE Dear Colleague Letter 

 Futures Without Violence Beyond Title IX  

 


